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Bible Basis: Matthew 3:1–17; 4:1–11, 24–25; Mark 1:31–2:12; 3:9–15; Luke 8:1–3

Key Verse: People brought to him all who were ill with different kinds of sicknesses … Jesus healed 
all of them. —Matthew 4:24 NIrV

Bible Point: Jesus shows people the power of God. I can look for God’s power in my life. 

Resource: The Story for Children, Chapter 23: “Jesus’ Ministry Begins”

jESuS’ mINISTrY BEGINS

STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

Stuff You Need: goggles or sunglasses, cotton balls  

Say, How strong is your willpower? Let’s see who can resist temptation. Have one volunteer sit in 
a chair wearing the goggles. (If you’re using sunglasses, make sure they are lightly tinted so the child 
can see clearly.) A second volunteer stands close to the chair to watch the eyes of the seated child. 
A third volunteer stands a few feet away and tosses cotton balls at the seated child. Does he or she 
blink? Depending on your time, you may want to play several rounds with different sets of children to 
see if anyone can successfully resist the impulse to blink. Ask:

•	Why is it hard to resist blinking?

•	Tell me some other things that are hard to resist.

Say, In the Bible story today, the devil tried to make Jesus blink. He tempted Jesus with great 
things. Let’s find out what Jesus did and how it helped him get ready to do God’s work.

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Children, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 23, 
paper, Flight Strips Activity Sheet, scissors, glue

Tell the story from The Story for Children, Chapter 23. Divide your class into two groups. Have one 
group find Matthew 3 and mark it in their Bibles; the other group should look up Mark 1 and mark it 
in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout 
the story.

jesus Shows God’s power
Ahead of time, cut apart the flight strips. Fold nine sheets of paper into paper airplanes. Glue one 
flight strip on each airplane. As you tell the story, you’ll pause as indicated to take a flight and find 
out what Jesus is doing next.
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When Jesus lived on Earth, he walked everywhere. Or he may have ridden a donkey once in 
awhile. If he were on Earth now, maybe he would use an airplane. Let’s imagine that we’re 
flying around with Jesus. I’m going to throw some paper airplanes. If you catch one, read 
aloud what it says. So fasten your seatbelts and let’s get ready for our first flight. 

The Bible doesn’t tell us a lot about Jesus between the time he was twelve years old and 
when he was thirty. One of his friends might have been his cousin John. John was not only 
Jesus’ cousin, but he was also a special person to God. He preached in the desert, saying, 
“Turn away from your sins.” One day Jesus found John preaching near the Jordan River. 
Pause to throw Airplane 1: Jesus is baptized. 

Read Matthew 3:13–17. Then the Holy Spirit led Jesus on the next part of journey. Pause to 
throw Airplane 2: Jesus is tempted. 

Read Matthew 4:1–2. The devil told Jesus to turn stones into bread so he could eat. But 
Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to God’s way. The devil wanted Jesus to jump off a 
high building so the angels could save him. But Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to 
God’s way. The devil promised to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would 
bow to the devil. But Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to God’s way. Then the devil 
left, and angels came and took care of Jesus. 

Getting baptized by John and being tempted in the wilderness were two events that got 
Jesus ready for the work God wanted him to do. Now it was time to start doing that work. 
Pause to throw Airplane 3: Jesus begins showing the power of God. 

Jesus was ready to start his ministry and tell the people that God had sent him to save 
them from their sins forever. He preached everywhere he went, and people began to follow 
him. Pause to throw Airplane 4: Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law. 

Jesus had a few special friends, called his disciples. One of his disciples was Peter, also 
called Simon. Read Mark 1:30–31. People saw the power of God and started bringing other 
sick people to Jesus. Pause to throw Airplane 5: Jesus heals a man with a skin disease.

Read Mark 1:40–42. Pause to throw Airplane 6: Jesus heals a man who can’t move.

One day Jesus was preaching in a crowded house. Four friends wanted to bring their friend 
to Jesus. He couldn’t walk, so they had to carry him. But the house was too crowded, 
and they couldn’t get in. So they made a hole in the roof and lowered the man through 
the hole, right in front of Jesus. Jesus told the man, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then he 
said, “Get up. Take your mat and go home.” And the man got up! He walked away while 
everyone watched. All the people were amazed at the way Jesus was showing the power of 
God. Pause to throw Airplane 7: Jesus heals people in great pain.

News about Jesus spread all over. People brought to him all who were ill with different 
kinds of sicknesses. Some were suffering with great pain, and Jesus showed God’s power 
and healed them. Pause to throw Airplane 8: Jesus heals people shaking wildly.
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Some of the people who came to Jesus were shaking wildly. They couldn’t control their 
own bodies. Jesus showed God’s power and healed them. Pause to throw Airplane 9: Large 
crowds follow Jesus.

Large crowds followed Jesus everywhere he went. People came from close by and far away. 
Everyone heard about the amazing things that Jesus did when he showed God’s power and 
wanted to see for themselves. Jesus traveled from one town to another. He announced the 
good news of God’s kingdom and showed the power of God’s kingdom by everything he 
did and everything he said.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 23. 
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about Jesus’ baptism. As a class, read the key verse 
from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

•	How did Jesus’ temptation get him ready to do God’s work?

•	How did Jesus show the power of God? 

Say, We might not be able to watch Jesus do miracles like the people in the Bible, but we can 
be sure that God’s power is still at work. Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with the 
children later.

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE

Choose from these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Healing Art
Stuff You Need: self-adhesive bandages in various shapes and sizes, cotton swabs, cotton balls, first 
aid tape, gauze pads, markers, construction paper

Say, In our story today, we heard how Jesus healed the sick people. Our Bible verse says, 
“People brought to him all who were ill with different kinds of sicknesses … Jesus healed all of 
them” Matthew 4:24. Explain that children can use the first aid supplies to make a picture of Jesus 
healing someone. You may want to review some of the incidents in the Bible story. Ask:

•	How did healing the people show God’s power?

•	How does God show his power in your life?

Say, When Jesus was on Earth, he showed the power of God to the people. God hasn’t 
changed. He still has power and wants to show it in our lives. 
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Option 2: Bringing Everything to jesus
Stuff You Need: open floor space, small items to pass (see below), basket or box

Ahead of time, collect an assortment of items in various shapes and sizes. For instance, have 
something round, something flat, something heavy, something light, something tiny, something 
slippery. Optional: tape labels to the items that describe illnesses in the Bible story. Say, Our Bible 
verse reminds us that people with all kinds of illnesses were brought to Jesus, and Jesus healed 
them. Some of those people went to a lot of effort, like the four friends of the paralyzed man. 
Let’s think about bringing everything to Jesus while we bring a few items around the circle. 
Have children sit in a circle on the floor with their shoes off and legs extended to the center. Put a 
basket in front of one person. Start the items around the circle with the person next to the basket. 
Children will pass the items around using only their feet—no hands allowed! The last person puts the 
item in the basket. If an item drops, start it again at the beginning of the circle. 

•	Tell me what it felt like when we were successful in getting something around the circle and 
into the basket without dropping it. 

•	How does bringing people or situations to Jesus help us see God’s power?

Say, Jesus still shows God’s power today. When we bring him everything that bothers us—
whether we’re sick or worried or scared—we can look for how he’s going to help in that 
situation. 

Option 3: It’s A miracle!
Stuff You Need: It’s a Miracle Activity Sheet, crayons, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about what makes something that happens a miracle. 
Review the miracles of healing that you just read about. Then talk a little about things they have 
heard other people say are miraculous today such as someone lost who is found or someone who 
survives an accident. Remind the class that God is in control and knows what happens to us all. Have 
the class color the picture of Jesus with the people. Have them write a short thank-you prayer on the 
back of the sheet, thanking God for his miracles here on Earth.

Option 4: jesus is Baptized
Paper Bag Dove

Stuff You Need: a paper lunch bag (preferably white), safety scissors, white and orange construction 
paper, plastic eyes, glue, pencils

Instructions:

1. Put the bag flat on the table with the flap-side up. This will be the front of the puppet, with 
everything above the fold acting as the dove’s head. The rest of the bag will be the body. Be sure 
to keep the opening at the bottom of the bag facing toward you. 

2. Cut wings out of the white construction paper. For this age group you can either provide a 
template for children to use or you can have the shapes precut for them.
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3. Cut a beak and two feet out of the orange construction paper. Again, you can create a template 
or cut the pieces ahead of time for your students. 

4. Glue the wings to the back of the body close enough to the outer edge so that you can see them 
from the front.

5. Glue the beak under the eyes, being careful only to attach it to the head so the mouth will open.

6. Glue the eyes in the middle of the head.

STEp 4:  GOING HOmE

Pray in small groups thanking God for his power. Encourage children to pray about a specific 
situation in which they need God’s power. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story 
Elementary Trading Card 23, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.




