
POINT WE LISTEN 

TO GOD.

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 3, and 
hold it to your ear. SAY: Today we’re 
going to listen to the Bible, God’s 
special book. 

The Bible says Samuel’s mother 
had prayed for many years for 
a son. When God answered her 
prayers, she wanted Samuel to 
grow up in the church. Samuel 
was a Mighty Mini who lived in the 
church with a leader named Eli.

One night when Samuel was in bed 
sleeping (lead children in pretending 
to sleep), the Lord called to Samuel. 
Samuel jumped up (jump up) and 
said, “Here I am.” He ran to Eli (run 
in place) and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.” Eli said, “No, I didn’t 
call you.” Samuel went back to his 
bed and lay down to sleep again. 
(Pretend to sleep.)

The Lord called to Samuel again. 
Samuel jumped up (jump up) and 
said, “Here I am.” He ran to Eli (run 
in place) and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.” Eli said, “No, I didn’t 

call you.” Samuel went back to his 
bed and lay down to sleep again. 
(Pretend to sleep.)

The Lord called to Samuel a third 
time. Samuel jumped up (jump up) 
and said, “Here I am.” He ran to Eli 
(run in place) and said, “Here I am; 
you called me.” Eli told Samuel that 
it was the Lord calling and told 
Samuel that  WE LISTEN 

TO GOD,

So Samuel went back to his bed 
again and lay down to sleep. 
(Pretend to sleep.) The Lord called 
to Samuel again, and this time 
Samuel stood up (stand up) and 
said, “Speak, your servant is listen-
ing.”

ASK:  What do you do when you 
hear someone calling your 
name?

 How can you tell if God is 
talking to you?

SAY: Samuel had probably never 
heard God talk before, so he 
thought it was Eli. The more WE 

LISTEN TO GOD, the more we learn 
to recognize his voice.

Act It!
Body 
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POINT WE LISTEN 

TO GOD.

Roll a piece of paper to form a mega-
phone. Hold it up to your mouth, and 
SHOUT: Do we listen to God like 
this? Then place the megaphone on 
your ear, and WHISPER: Do we listen 
to God like this?

Give children each a piece of paper 
and help them roll megaphones. 
Then have them use the mega-
phones to whisper—not yell—into 
other kids’ ears.

ASK:  What does it sound like 
to hear a whisper in a 
megaphone?

 What are some ways God 
talks to us?

SAY: Samuel didn’t need a mega-
phone like this. He heard God be-
cause he listened to God. God can 
talk to us, too, through the Bible, 
through other people, or in our 
hearts so WE LISTEN TO GOD.

Hear It!
People 
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POINT WE LISTEN 

TO GOD.

SAY: We’re going to practice listen-
ing by playing a game. I’m going to 
say some words, and then you’ll try 
to repeat all my words in the same 
order. 

Say the following words, starting 
with just one and then add a new 
word to your list each time until kids 
can’t echo anymore. Allow time for 
kids to try to echo your words.

Word list: turtle, tree, frog, apple, 
giraffe, red, silly, money, radish, 
moon, truck, envelope

ASK:  What was it like to listen to 
my words and then repeat 
them?

 How did this game remind 
you of listening to God?

SAY: God’s message for Samuel 
didn’t end up being an easy mes-
sage. But Samuel listened to God 
and obeyed him. When my list 
of words started getting long, it 
might have been hard to listen and 
repeat them. Sometimes it’s hard 
to listen and obey everything God 
says, but WE LISTEN TO GOD, 
just as Samuel did. 

Echo It!
Word 
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POINT WE LISTEN 

TO GOD.

SAY: Let’s pretend to be Samuel 
and learn to listen really carefully, 
to help us remember that WE 

LISTEN TO GOD. We’re going 
to sing a song and do actions. 
You’ll need to listen carefully and 
sing just the way I do, and do the 
actions just like me. We’ll try it 
once where you copy each line 
from me, and then you’ll try to do 
it without any help from me.

Play   “Are You Sleeping, Samuel?” 
(track 21) on the CD, to the tune of 
“Frère Jacques.” Sing each line, and 
have kids sing the repeat. Then play 
the track again, and see if kids can 
sing it and do the motions without 
your lead.

SING: 
Are you sleeping? (Are you sleep-

ing?) (place hands next to head and 
rest head on hands)

Sam-u-el? (Sam-u-el?)
Wake up, it is true! (stretch as if 

awakening) 
God is calling yo-u. (cup hands 

around mouth)
Sam-u-el (Sam-u-el.)
(Repeat.)

ASK: What was it like trying to 
sing the song without any 
help?

 What are some ways you can 
copy what God does?

SAY: God has things to say to us, 
just as he did with Samuel. WE 

LISTEN TO GOD, and then we 
repeat his messages and actions.

Sing It!
Music 
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POINT WE LISTEN 

TO GOD.

SAY: When Samuel was sleeping, 
he heard God’s voice. Sometimes 
we don’t hear God because we’re 
too busy. We’re going to sit very 
still for a minute and just listen. 
God might make you think of a 
Bible verse, or a song about him, or 
maybe a word will come into your 
mind.

We won’t make any sounds. We’ll 
just sit very still. Let’s cover our 
eyes and sit very still. Remember 
to sit quietly so you can listen to 
God. Let about a minute pass.

SAY: Let’s open our eyes. 

ASK:  What do you think God said 
to you?

 What was it like to sit so 
quietly and listen?

SAY: Remember, WE LISTEN TO 

GOD. Sometimes that means get-
ting very quiet so we can be better 
listeners. Samuel was quiet in his 
bed when he heard God. We can 
sit still and listen anytime to see if 
God has something to say to us.

Hear It!
Self 
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