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Step 1: Come together

Allow children to sit on the floor. Lead a discussion about doing chores. You might bring a feather 
duster and some cleaning rags. Say, “Raise your hand if you have to clean your room (pause for 
hand-raising), dress yourself (pause for hand-raising), hang up your coat (pause for hand raising), 
put away your toys (pause for hand-raising).”

Ask:

•	Doing your own chores is kind of fun, isn’t it? It shows you are a big kid!

•	What do these chores teach you?

•	What happens if you choose not to do your chores?

Say, “In today’s Bible story, many kings of God’s people chose to disobey God. Just as we 
sometimes don’t do our chores, they didn’t do what God told them to do. These were bad 
decisions. They were not wise decisions. Until, finally, one king decided to follow God.”

Step 2: hear the Story

First, read aloud Chapter 14, “The Split in the Kingdom,” from The Story for Little Ones.

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story.

Last week we talked about King Solomon. He was King David’s son. Solomon was very wise. Do 
you remember what it means to be wise? (tell the difference between right and wrong; make good 
decisions) When Solomon was young, he loved and followed God. As he got older, he didn’t 
make very good decisions. Stand up if you think Solomon worshiped God for his whole life. Lie 
on your tummy if you think Solomon stopped worshiping God. (Let children respond.) Everyone 
can sit down again.

Solomon did not worship God for his whole life. He stopped listening to God. Rehoboam was 
Solomon’s son. After Solomon, he became king of God’s people. Clap your hands if you think 
Rehoboam worshiped God. Stomp your feet if you think Rehoboam stopped worshiping God.

Bible Basis: 1 Kings 11:4 – 6; 12:1–33; 14:22–23, 26 –28; 15:11–14

Bible Verse: “Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.” —1 Kings 15:11, NIrV

Bible Point: God uses bad things to teach his people. I can learn from mistakes.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 14: “The Split in the Kingdom”

the SplIt IN the KINgDom
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Rehoboam did not worship God. He did things his own way. He was a mean king to God’s 
people. Finally, some of the people decided to leave and start their own brand-new country. 
God’s people were no longer one country. They had split into two countries. One country was 
called Israel, and the other was called Judah.

These two kingdoms fought all the time. They didn’t get along at all. Do 10 jumping jacks if 
you’ve ever had a fight with a friend or brother or sister, and then sit down.

Both kingdoms had some good kings and some bad kings. Then a man named Asa became 
king. Stand up and touch your toes if you think Asa followed God. (Let children respond.)

Yes, you are right! King Asa loved God. He wanted to follow God. He knew his grandfather 
Rehoboam had been a bad king and made a lot of mistakes. He wanted to be a good king and 
follow God.

One bad thing some of the kings did was worship idols. These are just statues made of wood 
and metal. They thought these wood figures were alive and would help them. King Asa knew 
that this was not true! He knew God was the only true God. Stand up and touch your shoulders 
if you think King Asa got rid of the pretend gods. (Let children respond.)

You are right! Asa got rid of all the pretend gods. He found the Bible and read it, and he had 
other people read it, too.

Over the years, the temple that King Solomon built had broken down. It wasn’t beautiful like it 
was before. Stand up, spread out, and wave your arms in big arm circles if you think King Asa 
brought silver and gold to fix the temple. (Let children respond.)

King Asa completely changed his kingdom. He was a good leader, and he helped the people 
love and follow God again. He even helped his own family to love and follow God. Asa learned 
to follow God and not make the mistakes of other kings.

After King Asa died, his son Jehoshaphat became king. Do 10 hops on one foot if you think 
King Jehoshaphat loved and followed God. Then sit down. (Let children respond.)

Yes! Jehoshaphat also loved and followed God. King Asa learned from his grandfather’s 
mistakes. You can also learn from mistakes and follow God.

After the Bible story, ask:

•	Did King Solomon follow God his whole life? (no)

•	Was King Rehoboam a good king? (no)

•	Since he was such a bad king, what did some people do? (left and made another country)

•	What were the two countries called? (Israel and Judah)

•	Was King Asa a good king? (yes)

•	The people in his kingdom worshiped idols. What is an idol? (a statue made of wood or metal)

•	What did he do to show that he loved and followed God? (destroyed the idols, had people 
read the Bible, fixed the temple)
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Say, “King Asa learned from the mistakes of the other kings. We can learn from mistakes and do 
what is right. Let’s ask God to show us how to learn from our mistakes like King Asa did.”

Pray with the children.

Step 3: explore more

Choose from these activity options to help explore the lesson further.

option 1: puzzles
Stuff you need: a variety of wooden preschool puzzles (If your church does not have these, you may 
find them available for checkout at the public library.)

Allow children to work on the puzzles alone or in groups of 3–4 with a teacher.

As they work, say, “When you put together a puzzle, you make mistakes, don’t you? You try puzzle 
pieces in holes, and they don’t fit. But each time you make a mistake, you learn something, don’t 
you? You learn that your piece is too big or too small for the hole, so you know better what to 
look for.”

Say, “We can learn from our mistakes in our lives, too. If you get into a big fight with your 
brother and end up hitting him, you get into trouble, don’t you? You can learn from that 
mistake, and next time, make a different decision.”

option 2: King asa’s Crown
Stuff you need: King Asa’s Crown Activity Sheet, crayons, stickers

Give each child an activity sheet. Have them decorate King Asa’s crown however they would like.

option 3: tambourines
Stuff you need: small, sturdy paper plates; markers, chenille craft stems (cut into 4- or 5-inch 
sections, sparkly stickers, jingle bells

Preparation: Punch 6 holes around the outer edge of the paper plate.

Say, “God’s people were very happy when King Asa loved and followed God. They were very 
happy when King Asa fixed up God’s temple. They had large celebrations and danced and sang 
songs to God. Today we are going to make tambourines that we can use when we sing and 
praise God!”

Have the children decorate the plates as they’d like. Help them string the jingle bells onto the 
chenille stem, and then thread the chenille stem through a hole in the paper plate. Twist the chenille 
stem so the jingle bell doesn’t come off. Do this for all six holes on each tambourine.

Lead the children in singing songs to God and shaking their tambourines.
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option 4: Jumping Jacks/Sit Down game
Have children stand up. Say, “I am going to tell you something that either a good king or a bad 
king does. If a good king does this thing, do five jumping jacks to celebrate! If a bad king does 
this thing, sit down as quickly as you can.”

This king listens to God. (good)

This king builds idols. (bad)

This king reads God’s Word. (good)

This king is mean to his people. (bad)

This king destroys the idols. (good)

This king destroys the temple. (bad)

This king learns from mistakes and does what’s right. (good)

option 5: asa Followed god Scroll
Stuff you need: Asa Followed God Activity Sheet, glue, yellow or brown construction paper, ribbon 
or yarn, crayons

Read the activity sheet together. Have children color the activity sheet, then glue it onto the yellow 
construction paper. Roll up the construction paper and tie it with the ribbon or yarn.

Say, “Back when Asa was king, God’s Word was written on scrolls like these instead of in books 
like we have today. Let your scroll remind you of King Asa, and how he loved and followed God.”

Step 4: goINg home

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Preschool Trading Card 14. Say, “The 
front of this card will remind you that King Asa learned from the mistakes of others. Show 
your parents the back and tell them that you can learn from your mistakes.” Have them practice 
saying this before they leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, use The Story for Little Ones or The Story 
Preschool Trading Cards to review past stories and Bible points.

Make sure each child takes home a copy of the Trading Card, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




