
WEEK 4

Mary and Joseph

 Dedicate Jesus  Luke 2:21-40



POINT WE CAN BE 

GOD’S CHILDREN.

Open the Bible to Luke 2, and show 
kids the words. SAY: The Bible is 
God’s special book. We’re going 
to hear what the Bible says hap-
pened when baby Jesus’ parents 
brought him to their church, called 
a temple. Lead kids in the motions 
below as you read. 

Hold up your thumb. SAY: This is 
baby Jesus. Put your thumb in your 
other palm. Jesus’ parents carried 
him to church so they could prom-
ise to take good care of him. Point 
to your ring finger. This is Simeon. 
He was an old man who had waited 
to meet Jesus. Press your thumb 
against your ring finger on the other 
hand. Simeon held baby Jesus and 
thanked God that he could meet 
Jesus. He knew Jesus was God’s 
Son. Hold up your index finger and 
middle finger, and wiggle them. 
Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph, 
were happy when they heard what 
Simeon said about Jesus. Hold up 
your pinky finger. Then Anna, an old 
woman, came out. She lived in the 
Temple and had also been waiting 

for Jesus. Bend and unbend your 
pinky finger several times to simu-
late bowing. Anna praised God for 
Jesus, too. 

Now hold up your hand! Point to 
each finger as you say its line.

Thumb: This is Jesus as a little boy.

Index finger: This is Mary, who was 
filled with joy.

Middle finger: This is Joseph, the 
earthly father of God’s Son.

Ring finger: This is Simeon, who 
knew Jesus was God’s holy one.

Pinky finger: This is Anna, who 
knew Jesus was the one God 
promised to send.

Wiggle all fingers: Just like Simeon 
and Anna, we’re glad WE CAN 

BE GOD’S CHILDREN. 

ASK: Simeon and Anna could tell 
Jesus was special. Tell about 
someone special you know.

 What can you do to thank 
God for Jesus?

SAY: Simeon and Anna were very 
excited to meet God’s Son. They 
knew Jesus would rescue us from 
bad things we do and help us be-
come God’s children.

Wiggle It!
Body 
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Mary and Joseph Dedicate Jesus 

Luke 2:21-40

WEEK 4



POINT WE CAN BE 

GOD’S CHILDREN.

SAY: When Jesus’ parents took him 
to church, Simeon and Anna had 
wonderful things to say about 
him. Jesus is God’s Son. And WE 

CAN BE GOD’S CHILDREN. We’re 
going to say something kind to 
one another. Let’s shake people’s 
hands and say nice things about 
them. For example, you might tell 
someone that he is nice or that you 
like her shoes.

Participate with the children. Make 
sure to shake each child’s hand and 
say a kind word to him or her. 

ASK: What made it easy or hard to 
think of nice things to say?

 What are some nice things 
about you?

SAY: Simeon and Anna knew that 
Jesus was a very special baby. 
But guess what? Because WE 

CAN BE GOD’S CHILDREN, we’re 
special, too! You are very special to 
God.

Tell It!
People 
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POINT WE CAN BE 

GOD’S CHILDREN.

SAY: The Bible says God’s Son was 
named Jesus because an angel 
told Mary and Joseph to give him 
that name (Matthew 1:21; Luke 1:31). 
Lead kids in singing  and doing the 
motions below for the song  “We 
Can Be God’s Children” (track 6) on 
the CD to the tune of “Frère Jacques.”

SING:
Who am I? Who am I? (Point to self.)
Who are you? Who are you? (Point 

to others.)
You can be God’s child. (Hug some-

one.)
You can be God’s child. (Hug some-

one.)
I can, too! I can, too! (Point to self, 

and nod.)

(Repeat from the beginning.)

Have children hold hands in a circle, 
with one child in the middle. SAY:  

WE CAN BE GOD’S CHILDREN. 
Your parents gave you each a 
name. When I point to you and say 
“Who are you?” respond by saying 
your name like this: “I’m [child’s 
name] and I can be God’s child.” 

Then you’ll point to someone in 
the circle and switch places with 
that person.

Point at the child in the center of the 
circle and ask the question to start 
the game. Repeat until every child 
has had a turn in the center of the 
circle.

ASK: If you know why you got 
your name, share about it. 

 What has God done to show 
you that you’re special to 
him?

SAY: When your parents first saw 
you, they gave you a special name 
because they knew you were their 
special child. And because of Jesus, 

WE CAN BE GOD’S CHILDREN, 

TOO.

Name It!
Music 
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POINT WE CAN BE 

GOD’S CHILDREN.

SAY: In the Bible, Jesus’ parents 
took him to church as a baby. We’re 
going to walk around our church 
and find things that remind us of 
Jesus.

Lead children around the room or 
church, encouraging them to point 
out things that remind them of Jesus, 
such as a cross, Christmas decora-
tions or Bibles. Lead kids in holding 
up fingers to count how many things 
they’ve found. When you’ve found 10 
things (or 5 if you don’t have as much 
time), gather the kids back together 
in your room.

ASK: What are some things that 
remind you of Jesus?

 Simeon, Anna, Mary, and 
Joseph all treated Jesus very 
specially. What can you do 
to show Jesus you think he’s 
special?

SAY: Jesus is always with us. He’s 
in our church, at our houses, and 
everywhere we go. God gave 
us Jesus because he loves us. 
That’s why WE CAN BE GOD’S 

CHILDREN.

Hunt It!
Logic 
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POINT WE CAN BE 

GOD’S CHILDREN.

SAY: Jesus went to church just 
as you do. At Jesus’ church—the 
Temple—people loved him, took 
care of him, and made him feel 
special. There are people here at 
our church who show us God’s 
love, too.

Think of one person in our church 
who shows you God’s love and 
takes care of you. We’re going to 
take turns pretending to be the 
people we’ve thought of.

After children have had a few mo-
ments to think of people, have kids 
take turns acting like the person.

ASK:  What has the person you 
acted out done to care for 
you?

 What has that person told 
you about Jesus?

SAY: When we love Jesus, we show 
it by caring for others and telling 
them about him. Anna and Simeon 
were so excited to know Jesus! We 
can get excited, too, because WE 

CAN BE GOD’S CHILDREN.

Act It!
People 
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