
WEEK 9

Jesus Tells Us What It Means  

to Be His Friend   John 15:9-17



POINT WE’RE 

FRIENDS WITH JESUS. 

Give each child a piece of paper and 
some crayons. Have kids fold their 
papers in half, making cards. Open 
your Bible to John 15, and show chil-
dren the words. SAY: Jesus wants us 
to love our friends the way he loves 
us. As I tell about Jesus, whenever 
you hear the words love or loves, 
draw a dot inside your card. God 
loves us, and WE’RE FRIENDS 

WITH JESUS. 

One day, Jesus told his friends, “I 
love you like God loves me.” Pause. 
“Always remember how much 
I love you,” he told them. Pause. 
“When you obey me, you show my 
love.” Pause. “Love each other like I 
love you.” Pause. “The best example 
of love is giving up important 
things for friends.” Pause. “You are 
my friends if you do what I tell you. 
This is what I want you to do: Love 
each other.” Pause.

ASK: What does it mean to be 
Jesus’ friend?

 Jesus is always a good friend 
to us. What can we do to be a 
good friend to him?

SAY: When Jesus talked about how 
to be a good friend, he sure used 
the word love a lot. Let’s see if we 
can count our dots. Count the dots 
with kids, leading as needed. There 
should be eight dots. That’s a lot of 
times to say “love!” It’s pretty clear 
that when WE’RE FRIENDS WITH 

JESUS, we show him and other 
people a lot of love.

Draw It!
Picture 
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His Friend   John 15:9-17

WEEK 9



POINT WE’RE 

FRIENDS WITH JESUS. 

Sing  “Everybody Needs Good 
Friends” (track 8) on the CD to the 
tune of “He’s Got the Whole World in 
His Hands.” Teach children the lyrics 
and motions. 

SING:
Everybody needs good friends. 

(Spread arms open wide; then hug 
yourself.)

(Repeat 3x.)

God wants us to be good friends. 
(Point up; then hug yourself.)

(Repeat 3x.)

Let’s share God’s love with every-
one. (Stretch arms out in front of 
body; then put hands on heart; then 
spread arms open wide.)

(Repeat 2x.)

Share God’s love with everyone. 
(Stretch arms out in front of body; 
then put hands on heart; then 
spread arms open wide.)

ASK: What can we do to love our 
friends the way Jesus loves 
us?

 Tell about a way you shared 
God’s love last week.

SAY: Being Jesus’ friend means we 
show love to everyone. Jesus met 
a lot of different kinds of people 
when he was on earth, and he 
loved them all. When WE’RE 

FRIENDS WITH JESUS, we act like 
him by showing others his love.

Sing It!
Music 
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WEEK 9



POINT WE’RE 

FRIENDS WITH JESUS. 

Have children each make a heart 
using Buzz Boing Putty. It’s okay if 
shapes are rough. After the hearts 
are made, help kids combine their 
individual hearts to make one large 
heart on the floor. Have kids sit in a 
circle around the heart.

ASK: What’s a way you show other 
people God’s love?

 What are some good ways to 
show God we love him?

SAY: Let’s think of the little hearts 
you made as our love for others 
and the big heart as God’s love for 
us. All our love for others shows 
them God’s big love for everyone. 
We show WE’RE FRIENDS WITH 

JESUS when we show God’s love.

Sculpt It!
Picture 
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WEEK 9



POINT WE’RE 

FRIENDS WITH JESUS. 

Let kids take turns rolling the Ques-
tion Cube. Give kids commands to 
obey depending on which word 
comes up on the cube: 

• Hug someone who is wearing the 
same color as you.

• Shout out what you had for 
breakfast.

• Jump in place where you are.

• Tell a friend why you like your 
favorite food.

• Twirl around in a circle when I say 
“go!” Go!

• Act out how you traveled here 
today.

Make up other activities that go with 
the words on the cube as words 
come up again, or simply repeat 
activities as needed.

Have kids sit down.

SAY: Jesus said, “You are my friends 
if you do what I command.”

ASK: What was the best command 
I gave you?

 Tell about a time you obeyed 
your parents.

 What are some things Jesus 
wants us to do?

SAY: WE’RE FRIENDS WITH 

JESUS. We love him and want to 
do what he says to do so everyone 
knows we’re his friends.

Ask It!
Body 
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WEEK 9



POINT WE’RE 

FRIENDS WITH JESUS. 

Have kids sit in a circle. Place a 
Kaboom Stick on the floor in the 
middle of the circle. Choose one child 
to spin the Kaboom Stick. Have the 
child sitting closest to the “m” stand 
and name someone or something 
they love. Repeat the activity until 
every child has had at least one turn.

ASK: What kinds of actions show 
that you love the people and 
things you named?

 What kinds of actions show 
people we love Jesus?

SAY: Jesus said, “You are my friends 
if you do what I command.” Then 
he commanded us to love each 
other. We show WE’RE FRIENDS 

WITH JESUS when we love him 
and when we love each other.

Spin It!
Self 
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