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Step 1: Come together

Stuff you need: inexpensive cake mix or flour (you won’t be eating it), eggs, oil, water, dirt or worms 
(something you’d never want to eat), bowl, spoon

Say, “Come on over and sit down, and I’ll show you what I’m doing. My friend is having a 
birthday this week, so I thought I’d make her a cake. I didn’t get a chance to bake it at home, 
so I thought I’d mix it up quickly while we’re talking about our lesson today.”

As you talk, put your ingredients into the bowl.

Say, “Okay, here is my cake mix and my egg. Now I’ll put in my oil. I’m going to mix that up a 
little bit. Now some water and some dirt.”

Let the children react to that last statement.

Say, “Oh no! I didn’t mean to put the dirt into my cake! I messed up! That was a mistake! I was 
going to use my dirt to plant some flowers later! Well, I’ll just try to pick it out. Do you think I 
can do that? If I just try to pick out some of the dirt, do you think my friend will eat the cake 
anyway?” (no)

Say, “I guess you’re right. When I mess up like that, I need to start over completely. You know, 
that reminds me of God and his forgiveness! When we mess up and make a mistake, he forgives 
us completely and lets us start over fresh. I want to tell you a story about a time when someone 
made a mistake and God forgave him and let him start over, completely forgiven.” Give the 
“cake” to a leader to clean up, or put a sheet or towel over it so it’s not distracting to the children.

Step 2: hear the Story

Say, “Do you remember our story from last week? It was about a boy named David who fought 
a giant and won! After several years, he became the king. This is a story about David when he 
was the king.”

First, read aloud Chapter 12, “David Is Sorry,” from The Story for Little Ones.

Bible Basis: Psalm 51:1–12; Psalm 32:10 –11

Bible Verse: “Wash away all of the evil things I’ve done. Make me pure from my sin.” —Psalm 51:2, NIrV

Bible Point: God forgave David’s sins. God forgives me when I’m sorry for doing wrong things.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 12: “David Is Sorry”

DaVID IS Sorry
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Follow the directions to present the following Bible story.

Preparation: In large letters, write “David’s Sin” on a whiteboard or chalkboard. Each time you see 
(*) in the story, erase a letter.

Say, “King David did many wonderful things as king. He was brave, and he followed God. He 
helped people who needed help. But then he made a bad decision. He committed a sin. A sin is 
when you do something wrong, and that makes God sad. God sent a messenger named Nathan 
to tell David he had sinned. When God showed him his bad decision, King David was very 
sorry. He wrote a psalm—like a song or poem—to tell God how sorry he was and to ask God to 
forgive him.”

Say, “On the board, I wrote the words ‘David’s Sin.’ I am going to read to you the psalm he 
wrote. Each time David is sorry and asks God to forgive him, I am going to erase a letter.”

This is what King David said to God:

God, show me your favor in keeping with your faithful love. Because your love is so tender and 
kind, wipe out my lawless acts. (*) Wash away all of the evil things I’ve done. Make me pure from 
my sin. (*) I know the lawless acts I’ve committed. I have sinned against you. I’ve done what is 
evil in your sight. (*) You are right and fair to judge me. I’ve been a sinner since I was born. (*) 
You want the truth to be in my heart. You teach me wisdom deep down inside me. (*) Clean me. 
Wash me. Let me hear you say, “Your sins are forgiven.” That will bring me joy and gladness. 
Take away all of my sins. (*) God, create a pure heart in me. Give me a new spirit that is faithful 
to you. (*) Don’t send me away from you. Don’t take your Holy Spirit away from me. (*) Give me 
back the joy that comes from being saved by you. Give me a spirit that obeys you. (*)

David asked God to erase his sins, and God did! He forgave David. When you tell God you are 
sorry, he will forgive your sins and erase them completely.

Ask:

•	What did David do when he made a big mistake? (He told God he was sorry.)

•	What did David want erased? (David wanted God to erase his sins.)

Pray with the children that when they make a mistake and sin, they will remember to ask God to 
forgive them. Thank God for erasing our sins when we tell him we are sorry.

Step 3: explore more

Choose from these activity options to help children explore the lesson further.

option 1: Starting over
Stuff you need: play dough (store-bought or homemade; you can find recipes online), cookie 
cutters, plastic knives, rolling pins, and anything else to use with play dough
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Have the children make something with their play dough. Then have them smash their object and 
start over, making something new.

Say, “This is how God deals with our sin. When we do something wrong and ask for forgiveness, 
he completely smashes our sin and lets us start over, fresh and new.”

option 2: eraser reminders
Stuff you need: 1 pencil, 1 colorful pencil top eraser, and 1 chenille craft stem per child; glue, card 
stock, permanent marker (Depending on the number and age of your children, you may want to 
leave the pencils unsharpened.)

Preparation: Cut out approximately 3 x 2-inch rectangles of thick, colored card stock. On each 
rectangle, write “God erases my sin!”

Have the children put the pencil top eraser on the pencil and wrap the pencil with the chenille stem; 
they can do this however they’d like to make the pencil colorful and creative. If necessary, you can 
glue or tape the chenille stem onto the pencil. Glue the “God erases my sin!” card onto the pencil 
and let the glue dry.

option 3: Create in me a Clean heart
Have children stand up and teach them the following motions to Psalm 51:10:

Create in me (Stir like you are stirring cake batter; then point to yourself.)

A clean heart, (Point both thumbs to your heart.)

O God, (Point up.)

And renew a right spirit (Make a thumbs-up sign.)

Within me. (Point to yourself again.)

Psalm 51:10 (When you say “10,” hold up 10 fingers.)

option 4: King David Is Sorry
Stuff you need: King David Is Sorry Activity Sheet and crayons

Give an activity sheet to each child. Have the children color the picture of King David and take it 
home to share the story with their families.

option 5: David’s harp
Stuff you need: 1 empty tissue box per child, 4 large rubber bands per child

Wrap the rubber bands around the box so rubber bands go across the box’s opening. Have children 
pluck the strings while you lead them in singing praise songs to God.



THE STORY FOR LITTLE ONES: Preschool  LESSON GUIDE: Lesson 12 51

Step 4: goINg home

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Preschool Trading Card 12. Say, “The 
front of this card will remind you that David asked God for forgiveness. Show your parents the 
back and tell them that God forgives you when you say you’re sorry.” Have them practice saying 
this before they leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, use The Story for Little Ones or The Story 
Preschool Trading Cards to review past stories and Bible points.

Make sure each child takes home a copy of the Trading Card, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




